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New hope for disused Penzance building

A local charity has been awarded a £53,870 grant by The National Lottery Heritage Fund 
to develop its plans for a disused building in Morrab Gardens to become a community hub 
with a focus on Wellbeing and Green Learning.

The Gardeners’ House – Penzance has received initial support* from The National 
Lottery Heritage Fund to renovate a disused building adjacent to Morrab Library and 
create a new, flexible community hub. Made possible by National Lottery players, the 
project aims to address the area’s social issues through education and community 
outreach, drawing on the past to inform the present and build a better future for Penzance 
and beyond. 

The Gardeners’ House will work with partner organisations to reach vulnerable members 
of the local community. They will develop a range of people and plant-based activities 
including an interactive Sensory Garden and Social and Therapeutic Horticulture 
programme to bring the green heritage alive. These activities will have particular focus on 
benefits for local dementia patients and users of the adjacent Pengarth Day Centre.

As a Sustainability Hub, the refurbished building will provide connection for Penzance’s 
network of green groups, and a base for Sustainable Penzance. In addition, the activities 
will support their target themes of climate action.

The building will also provide a home for Special Collections and Archives of over 2000 
volumes documenting the natural history of Cornwall.  Activities based around these 
resources will include themes of Cornish Natural History, Women Gardeners, and 
Environmental and Therapeutic Horticulture. 

The building itself dates back to 1841, when Morrab House was built for Samuel Pidwell, a
local brewer.  It would have contained the stables and coach-house that were an important
part of a nineteenth-century gentleman’s residence. For many years after Penzance 
Corporation purchased Morrab House in 1889 and established Morrab Gardens, the 
building provided living accommodation for the Head Gardener and his family.

Commenting on the award Doreen Pinfold , co-Chair of The Gardeners’ House, said: 
“We’re delighted that we’ve received this support thanks to National Lottery players.  Our 
vision is for this building to become the centre of community-based activities celebrating 
the green heritage of West Cornwall.  The funding we have received will enable us to 
develop a robust business plan which will ensure The Gardeners’ House has a sustainable
future – financially as well as environmentally.”



Notes to editors
About The Gardeners’ House – Penzance

The Gardeners’ House has been formed to renovate the old stable building in Morrab 
Gardens, and then to run it as a Green Community Hub.  It is registered with the Charity 
Commission as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). Other local organisations 
will play an important part in the project, but as a CIO The Gardeners’ House will take the 
lead in raising funding, commissioning the necessary renovation work and then managing 
the building.  

In addition to the grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, The Gardeners’ House 
has received funding through the Pz Town Deal, the Architectural Heritage Fund and 
Penzance Council.  Cornwall Council will be supporting the project by providing the old 
stable building on a 99 year lease.

Website: www.thegardenershouse.org 

Social media: @thegardenershousepenzance on Facebook and Instagram

About The National Lottery Heritage Fund

* National Lottery Heritage Fund grant applications over £250,000 are assessed in two 
rounds. The Gardeners’ House – Penzance has initially been granted round one 
development funding of £53,870 by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, allowing it to 
progress with its plans. Detailed proposals are then considered by The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund at second round, where a final decision is made on the full funding award of
£1.8m. 

Using money raised by the National Lottery, we Inspire, lead and resource the UK’s 
heritage to create positive and lasting change for people and communities, now and in the 
future. www.heritagefund.org.uk. 

Follow @HeritageFundUK on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and use 
#NationalLotteryHeritageFund  

Since The National Lottery began in 1994, National Lottery players have raised over £43 
billion for projects and more than 635,000 grants have been awarded across the UK.

Further information

For further information, images and interviews please contact   Miki (Sara) Ashton, Project 
Coordinator, at The Gardeners’ House - Penzance on 07974 996089 or 
info@thegardenershouse.org
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